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his feeling of suffocation, his" gepresstesHerz'V'innere unbehag-
liche Ungeduld", and"Beklemmung". With remarkable origin-
ality, considering the time when the work was written, Goethe
gives a convincing picture of the physiological symptoms
attending spiritual decay. Only occasionally does Werther find
-relief from his growing sense of oppression. A calming effect is
produced upon him by a spectacle of idyllic domestic happiness,
such as that offered by the peasant woman and her children.
His attachment to Lotte is likewise inspired by his admiration
for domestic bliss. Tormented by his isolation, he cannot find any
collective unit to which he may cling, except the family, and,
significantly, it is not his own family. Every other form of
organized society, whether at Wahlheim, at the University or at
the Embassy, irks him. "Die patriarchalische Idee" is the ideal
form of social organization for him, and it is based on the principle
of family relationships.
Werther's high evaluation of the family is perhaps due to the
fact that since the death of his father in the days of his childhood
he had not enjoyed the benefits of family life. We hear of quarrels
between different branches of the family and Werther defends
his aunt against his mother's accusations. His relationship with
his mother is clearly an unsatisfactory one; she does not possess
his confidence and he blames her for leaving the idyllic village
where he was born in order to live in an "intolerable" city.
From this remark and other observations made by Werther we
gain the impression that his makdjustment was caused by his
need of that kind of sheltered existence which the family provides.
His idealization of domesticity and the patriarchal state, and his
love for children as well as the "simple folk", may represent an
over-compensation for his own missed opportunities.
In Dichtung und Wahrheit Goethe makes a perspicacious observa-
tion which offers another explanation of Werther's malaise and
permits us to recognize the social significance of this novel.
Speaking of the misanthropic feelings engendered in Germany
when he wrote the work, he points to the influence of English
literature where a similar tendency prevailed. But, he goes on to
say, an Englishman who in his youth protested the vanity of life
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